CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Christian thought. One department re-
mains to be examined, which might be
expected to offer but scanty opportunity
for borrowings of this kind ; this is dogma.
Here, if anywhere, the contrast between
the two religions should be obvious. The
initial divergencies were so pronounced,
that any adoption of Christian ideas would
seem impossible. Yet in those centuries,
Christianity was chiefly agitated by dog-
matic questions, which occupied men's
minds as greatly as social problems at the
present day. Here we can observe most
distinctly, how the problems at least were
taken over by Islam.

Muhammedan dogmatic theology is con-
cerned only with three main questions, the
problem of free-will, the being and attri-
butes of God, and the eternal uncreated
nature of God's word. The mere mention
of these problems will recall the great
dogmatic struggles of early, Christianity.
At no time have the problems of free-will
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